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Cytotec in themedia
An ill turn on abortion debate

On February 14thjornal do Brasilattracted a great amount of attention with arclarti
on existing internetOrkut communities through whiclCytotec (market name for
misoprostol) can be boughthe headlinéd um clique do aborto clandestintlick for
clandestine abortion” is followed by a text denséhwecrimination, describing how
these communities work and how easily one can drdgr dosages of the medicine by
e-mail or MSN at elevated prices. Hadn’t the apphoaeen so superficial, careless and
tendentious, the newspaper could have renderedpapelation a great service by
showing more precise information on the medicin® ithe debate on sexual and
reproductive rights in Brazil, and bringing up tleal implications behind restrictions to
its use and commercialization.

In unison with journalism most usual approaches,téxt treats voluntary abortion as
crime, and place€ytotec together with all other illegal abortive drugs, emhactually
the medicine is the result of an extent researdregarded as an outstanding scientific
development in gynecology and obstetrics medicahsa Its use is associated to
reduction of maternal and neonatal morbi-mortabtyd it is approved bYDMS -
Organizacdo Mundial de SaudéWorld Health Organization),FEBRASGO -
Federacdo Brasileira de Ginecologia e Obstetrici®razilian Federation of
Gynaecology and Obstetric$l.ASOG — Federacao Latino Americana das Sociedades
de Obstetricia e GinecologialLatin American Federation of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology Societies) and the Health Ministry. &tass scientific evidences exist in
favor of the use of misoprostol and it is considetfee most adequate medicine for safe
abortion processes.

The report of the symposium named “The role of misstol in maternal and neonatal
mortality and morbidity prevention” held in Sdo Rauity in October, 2008, showed
that studies carried out in the last ten yearsioonf‘...even in clandestine situations,
abortions induced by use of misoprostol are sdian tthe ones induced by other
procedures.” It points out that “...when correctlydsn precise obstetric prescriptions,
(...) it has huge potential to reduce not only wotaéealth complications and death
percentage as well as related costs imposed tacphedlth system.” The document also
makes ckear that obstacles to expanding the usesoprostol in Brazil are of political
nature.

Thatis something the article idornal do Brasil never refers to. As well as it never
mentions the fact thaBANVISA — Agéncia Nacional de Vigilancia Sanitari@lhe
National Health Surveillance Agency) restrictionsQytotec conflict with resolutions
made by the Health Ministry and are also contradyctsince the agency itself added
misoprostol to its Model List of Essential Medicartse but at the same time keeps
creating bureaucratic barriers to its use in thdipunealth systemSUS

The newspaper report does not once associate tiseme of such internet
communities to clandestine and inadequate useeofrtedicine, lack of information,
restrictions to sexual and reproductive rights oorpdebate on abortion in Brazil. On
top of all, even if not willingly (rests a doubt) provides further reason for the creation
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of the dubiousCPI do Aborte a parliamentarian inquiry committee to invesiggat
abortion.

While in Spain headlines announce the new abottienand the country gets aligned
with many others in the European Union, benefi8pganish women, here in Brazil our
newspapers (with rare exceptions) insist on puisigssensationalist and discriminatory
articles on the subject that end up rendering @ Idigservice to the population, mainly
the poorer layers. Elucidating debates involvilighee questions referring to abortion,
specially human rights, should be promoted by thesg and widely disclosed
throughout the country. On the contrary, veryditd informed, very few questions are
raised and a lot is left out.



