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Religion and sexual & reproductive rights in the public and private spheres

Subject I:  A renewal of the notions of freedom and autonomy regarding sexuality and 

reproduction in Brazilian society.

Subject II: Comparison of behaviour and decision-making processes between Catholic, 

other  religions,  and  non-religious  individuals,  concerning  sexuality  and 

reproduction.

Subject III: Hindrances to public institutions in the field of sexuality and reproduction 

brought about by religious influences.

Subject IV: Negative repercussions of religious power onto people’s lives.

Subject V:  Discussion of the issue of religious teaching in public schools.

Subject  VI: Religious  teaching  practices  in  public  schools,  taking  into  account  the 

Brazilian population religious diversity.

Subject VII: Research on public funding of religious institutions and/or on public funds used 

to disseminate religious beliefs.

Subject VIII: The use of television and cyberspace by different religious groups.

Subject IX: Comparison of religious teaching regulations and strategies between Brazil 

and other Latin American countries.



Ação Educativa

“Human Rights to education, religious education  and lay government”

Address: R. General Jardim, 660

São Paulo / SP                      CEP: 01223-010

Phone: (11) 3151 2333

Website: www.acaoeducativa.org.br

E-mail: secexe@acaoeducativa.org

Coordination: Sergio Haddad

Purpose:  To  promote  conceptual  discussions  on  laity  as  a  component  of  the  human  right  to 

education within networks and movements for enforcement of the lay state.



Institute of Bioethics, Human Rights, and Gender

“Religious Education in Brazilian Public Schools: which pluralism?”

Address: CLSW 304 B 134 Sudoeste

Brasilia / DF                      CEP: 70673-622

Phone: (61) 3343 1731

Website: www.anis.org.br

E-mail: anis@anis.org.br

Coordination: Debora Diniz

Purpose:  To  analyse  current  federal  and State  religious  teaching  regulations  and to  assess  the 

quality of religious teaching textbooks in use in basic (6-to-15 years-old) education.



Association for Studies and Anthropology Research

“Sexual  Diversity  and  Religion:  The  Impacts  of  Evangelical  Practices  and  Speech  on  Non-

Heterosexual Populations”

Address: Museu Nacional/ UFRJ, Quinta da Boa Vista, São Cristovão

Rio de Janeiro / RJ                      CEP: 20940-040

Phone: (21) 2568 9642

E-mail: aseparj@yahoo.com.br

Coordination: Luiz Fernando Dias Duarte

Purpose:  To analyse religious plurality and its  relationships with sexual  diversity.  While some 

religions are ostensibly intolerant to dissident sexuality,  others value sexual diversity. This is a 

survey  among  non-heterosexual  people  and  groups  (being  or  having  been  religious)  on  their 

participation in churches and cults.



Catholis for the Free Choice

“Pro-Life: abortion and human rights”

Address: R. Prof. Sebastião Soares de Faria, 57 - 6º andar

São Paulo / SP                      CEP: 01317-010

Phone: (11) 3541 3476

Website: www.catolicasonline.org.br

E-mail: cddbr@uol.com.br

Coordination: Alcilene Cavalcante

Purpose:  Since  the  Catholic  Church  has  chosen  “defence  of  life”  as  the  theme for  its  annual 

Fraternity Campaign in 2008, this advocacy project plans to disseminate ethic, lay and religious 

counter-arguments that favour the defence of life dignity, calling society’s attention to the need to 

assure women’s reproductive rights.



Coletivo Leila Diniz - Citizenship Action and Feminist Studies e Estudos Feministas

“Sexual  and  reproductive  rights  and  democratic  freedom:  promoting  talks  among  health  care 

professionals from Natal and Mossoró”

Address: R. Apodi, 423 sl 3 - Tirol

Natal / RN                      CEP: 59020-130

Phone: (84) 3201 9587

E-mail: coletivoleiladiniz@ig.com.br

Coordination: Analba B. Teixeira

Purpose: To set up a dialogue with public health providers in the two cities, calling their attention to 

the underlying Christian principles implicit in their daily practice, which hinders enforcement of the 

principles of the lay State and sexual and reproductive rights.



FAPEU - Research and Continuing Education Foundation

“Religious Education and Gender in Santa Catarina”

Address: Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina - Campus Universitário - Trindade - Caixa Postal 

476

Florianopolis / SC                      CEP: 88040-900

Phone: (48) 3721 9890 r. 25

Website: www.fapeu.ufsc.br / http://www.antropologia.ufsc.br/

E-mail: nigsnuc@cfh.ufsc.br 

Coordination: Miriam Pillar Grossi

Purpose:  To assess how religious teaching is  being implemented in the State’s public schools, 

focusing the analysis on the approach to subjects related to gender, sexuality and reproduction, also 

assessing its compliance to the model proposed by the State.

mailto:nigsnuc@cfh.ufsc.br


FAFE - College of Education Foundation

“Religious Education in public schools: federal and state rules and their impact on citizenship,  

particularly over sexuality and reproductive rights”

Address: Av. Afranio Peixoto, 250 - Butantã

São Paulo / SP                      CEP: 05507-000

Phone: (11) 3814 2892

Website: www.fafe.org.br

E-mail: roselif@usp.br

Coordination: Roseli Fischmann

Purpose: To analyse legislation and norms on religious teaching, in order to assess the impact of 

the introduction of religious teaching in public schools on citizenship and reproductive rights.



Instituto Antigona

“Standing  for  legality  and  lay  state:the  developing  of  a  monitoring  technology  and  the  

understanding of law debate in Brazilian courts about abortion, same-sex spouses and adoption”

Address: Cx Postal 13044

Florianopolis / SC                      CEP: 88010-974

Phone: (48) 3333 0220

Website: www.antigona.org.br

E-mail: contato@antigona.org.br

Coordination: Miriam Ventura

Purpose:  To develop a technology of juridical information for lay, nonprofessional people, so they 

have access to, and understand, juridical arguments used in court on sexual and reproductive rights 

issues: abortion, same-sex conjugality and adoption by same-sex couples; also, to disclose fallacious 

arguments that hinder decisions legitimacy and violate the laity principle,  hence the sexual and 

reproductive rights.



ISER - Religion Studies Institute

“Mapping Religious Education in Brazil: standard definitions curricular topics”

Address: Ladeira da Gloria, 99 - Gloria

Rio de Janeiro / RJ                      CEP: 22211-120

Phone: (21) 2555 3782

Website: www.iser.org.br

E-mail: iser@iser.org.br 

Coordination: Emerson Giumbelli

Purpose: To map the situation of religious teaching in public schools of several Brazilian States, 

considering the State norms and actions and the local civil society mobilization; also, to analyse 

curricula and textbooks produced by nationwide-reach instances for religious teaching.

mailto:iser@iser.org.br


IPÊ -Institute for the Promotion of Equity

“Abortion and Religion in Brazilian Law”

Address: Rua Diana, 989 apt 34 - Nova Pompéia

São Paulo / SP                      CEP: 05019-000

Phone: (11) 6693 9048 

E-mail: cladem@uol.com.br

Coordination: Helga L. Bevilacqua

Purpose: To map the issue of abortion in Brazilian courts, creating a database of the decisions or 

verdicts came to in all State and federal Brazilian courts. By analysing the collected information, 

some cases will be selected for in-depth case studies.



RITS - Information Network for the Third Sector

“Religious groups and cyberspace: study about strategic uses and recurrent topics”

Address: R. Guilhermina Guinle, 272 - 6º andar

Rio de Janeiro / RJ                      CEP: 22270-060

Phone: (21) 2215 0605

Website: www.rits.org.br

E-mail: graciela@rits.org.br

Coordination: Graciela Selaimen

Purpose: This advocacy research will study advances shown in electronic media and the strategies 

therein adopted by religious groups who traditionally oppose the feminist agenda concerning sexual 

and reproductive rights, in order to disseminate information to women’s groups and movements, so 

as  to  empower  them  to  reply  to  conservative  religious  groups,  as  well  as  to  map  possible 

progressive allies.


